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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      April 21, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:35pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Winton, Mr. Carpenter 

Excused: 
Ms. Fischer 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Ms. McPherson.
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:  
Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:   
0
Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
April 7, 2008 Meeting

Moved by:  
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  4



Nay:   
0
Abstain: 1 (Ms. Winton)

5.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported on his meeting with representatives from the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) at Town Hall on May 21. The District Engineer, Mr. Darrell Mosely, attended the meeting. The meeting discussed the proposed traffic construction at the intersection of East-West Highway, Queens Chapel Road, and Adelphi Road. Mayor Tabori said the meeting went well and the SHA representatives were receptive to the Town’s input on alternative designs to address pedestrian and driver safety in the intersection. Mayor Tabori noted that the Town’s concerns included the fact that the construction would not yield a significant improvement in the level of service in the intersection and had not included a consideration of the traffic impact of nearby developments that have been announced in the last four years. There are two key design changes being discussed. The first is an analysis of pedestrian safety; the second is a redesign of the intersection for both traffic and pedestrian flows. The right-hand turn lanes from west-bound East-West Highway onto north-bound Adelphi Road do not presently have signs or lights to control the intersection. 
6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Ms. Nelson, a resident of 6518 40th Ave., asked the Mayor if her building permit would be on the evening’s agenda. Mayor Tabori said the permit would be discussed in a closed executive session this evening. After Council and the Mayor had completed their discussion with the Town Attorney, a public discussion and vote on the permit would be held in a subsequent Council meeting. 

Mr. Shelton Nickens, a resident of Woodberry St., raised concerns about the physical condition and code compliance of the rental property located at 4315 Woodberry St. The property is presently being advertised for rent. He noted numerous maintenance concerns with the property, including a crack in the foundation with separating bricks; crumbling concrete steps on the rear of the property; the absence of screens on the windows; poorly attached gutters; and uncut grass and standing water on the rear of the property. Mr. Alex Heitkamper, also a resident of Woodberry St., said that he had viewed the interior of the property while it was being advertised for rent and observed the interior to be in poor condition. Mayor Tabori said he would notify the Housing Code Officer, Ms. Paula Martino, to have her view the property. 

Council member Ms. McPherson asked if WSSC had provided any information on the water and sewer line work previously performed on 44th Ave. Mayor Tabori said Town Hall had not received any information. 

Mayor Tabori said that the Town Engineer, Mr. Sidhu, had not been able to follow up on the storm water management plans for the alleyway parallel to Route 1. Mayor Tabori said that Mr. Sidhu will review the plans in a week or two; no work could begin until the next fiscal year [July 2008]. Mayor Tabori said he must have a binding commitment from the homeowners to grant access that that area to the Public Works Department and to WSSC before planning for the work could begin. 

7.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C. P. A

Mr. Baden presented the report on the budget. The total general fund revenues from July 2007 through March 31, 2008 are $2,205,781.57. The total budgeted general fund revenues are $3,432,190.00 for the year. The personnel cost for General Government from July 2007 through March 2008 is $111,683.76. The total budgeted personnel cost for General Government is $201,850.00 for the year. The total General Government costs from July 2007 through March 2008 is $305,077.14 and the total General Government budget for the year is $540,350.00

The personnel cost for Police and Public Safety from July 2007 through March 2008 is $430,225.52. The total budgeted personnel cost for Police and Public Safety is $684,679.00 for the year. The total cost for Police and Public Safety, both personnel and operating costs, from July 2007 through March 2008 is $492,579.72. Budget item 4170 – Red Light Camera reflects $6299.71 of income from red light ticket fees. Budget item 5303-03 – Citations reflects the $2,255.76 paid to the company that provides the red light camera services. 

The total budgeted cost for Police and Public Safety, both personnel and operating costs, is $746,329.00 for the year. The total cost for Public Works from July 2007 through March 2008, including personnel and operating costs, is $723,527.17. The total budgeted cost for Public Works is $1,154,817.00 for the year.

Mr. Baden reported that the total expenses between July and March 2008 were $1,532,215.85. The total budgeted expenses for the year are $3,432,190.00.

Mr. Baden, the Council, and Mayor Tabori discussed the budget transfer memo provided by Mr. Baden.
8.  REPORT OF TOWN ATTORNEY – Suellen M. Ferguson, Esq.

Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson had no report to make, other than what would be covered in Executive Session.  
9.   REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

Chief Wynnyk reported that the Azalea Run went very smoothly. Parking signs have been put in place on Pineway. Chief Wynnyk is coordinating with the Public Works Department to upgrade and correct the street signs throughout the Town. Ms. McPherson asked about the details of the stolen Honda Civic; Chief Wynnyk provided the information that he had.   

Chief Wynnyk said the Azalea Classic is coming up; the Police Department will try to restrict parking along Queens Chapel Road for the event. The Chief is also working to resolve the parking issues along Pineway due to overflow parking from apartment residents across Baltimore Ave.  

Crime Statistics (March 1st – 31st) 2008

Ward 1

Breaking and Entering – On March 24th at 9:45pm in the 6300 block of Baltimore Ave. an adult male broke the front door window and entered the home while residents were away. The neighbor heard the glass breakage and notified police. UPPD and PGPD arrived on the scene and observed the suspect exit the home and run towards Sheridan St. An adult male, Mr. Stephen Gregory of Rockville, Md. was apprehended, charged with breaking and entering, and the property stolen was recovered and returned to the owner. Case closed.  
Ward 2 

None.   

Ward 3 

Theft – On March 16th between 5:00pm and midnight in the 6500 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 1999 Plymouth Voyager and stole a black leather shoulder bag from the vehicle. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft – On March 23rd at 11:00am in the 6500 block of Queens Chapel Rd. (Riverdale Presbyterian Church) victim advised that she had left her purse on a couch and returned to find that it had been stolen. Area was searched and purse containing I.D., credit cards, and cash was not found. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

Theft – On March 12th 9:00pm and March 13th 9:30am in the 4300 block of Clagett Rd. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 1997 Ford Explorer and stole a portable GPS unit from the console of the vehicle. No other items were taken. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 6

None.   

Ward 7

Theft – Between March 3rd at 3:30pm and March 11th at 8:00am in the 7000 block of Forest Hill Dr. a contractor advised that a stone saw, chain saw, and leaf blower were stolen from the garage at this location, where he was doing work. Items were taken from the locked garage, but there was no sign of forced entry. No suspect/s was located. 

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
10.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

Mr. Beall reported that the gypsy moth egg masses have begun hatching. Ward 3 acreage has been added to the spraying area; a total of 201 acres will be sprayed in the Town of University Park. The spraying will cost to the Town a maximum of $26,000. The Town will receive a pro-rated share of the funding being obtained from Prince George’s County, which will reduce the $26,000 cost. The first treatment of Bt will be applied the first week in May. 

Mr. Beall provided details about the tree that fell on Clagett Road on Sunday, April 20th. The tree was extremely large and took down power lines when it fell. The tree also damaged a car. Adirondack Tree Service removed the tree. Pepco has restored power, and Verizon was working to restore their lines. 

Mr. Beall raised the opportunity to consider replacing one of the Town dump trucks. The City of College Park is surplusing a dump truck that is compatible with the make, model, and capabilities of the trucks used by the Town of University Park. This is a budget consideration; Mr. Beall said he would like to investigate this opportunity further. 

Mr. Beall would like to place a note in the Town newsletter, to let residents know that the Browns Station Landfill does not accept construction debris on University Park packer trucks. Mr. Beall has sent two letters to residents notifying them that the Town could not pick up construction debris. Examples of construction debris would be tile; timbers; drywall; and linoleum. Construction debris must go to the rubble fill on Ritchie Highway. 
11.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT BACKSTOP

(University Park Elementary School, 4315 Underwood Street)  Ward 4

Mr. Alex Heitkemper, a resident of Woodberry St, and Mr. Don Hall addressed the Council and the Mayor. Mr. Heitkemper is the intramurals commissioner for the Lewisdale/University Park Boys and Girls club. 75 children participated in last year’s intramural program. Ms. Winton asked who would own the backstop once it was installed on school property. Ms. Mallino said it would become school property. Mr. Heitkemper said a Prince George’s County school construction crew would install the backstop. Mr. Dudinsky discussed the concerns of the homeowner adjacent to the school playground. The homeowner was concerned that fly balls could hit her home. Mr. Heitkemper explained that the smaller children used this area for batting practice, and batted from either a tee or from a combination of coach-pitches and tee. Children in 4th grade and older do not use this ball field for their games. 

Motion: To approve the installation of a 10’x30’ steel backstop on Block 22, at 4315 Underwood Street. 

Moved by:  Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

  B.
APPLICATION TO CONSTRUCT ADDITION WITH STEPS



(Kobbe, 4312 Woodberry Street)  Ward 4

Ms. Kobbe addressed the Council and the Mayor. The Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu has reviewed her construction plans with her builder and had approved the plans.
Motion: To approve the construction of a 26’x14’ one story addition with steps on Lot 21, Block 25, Section C-A at 4312 Woodberry Street. 

Moved by:  Mr. Dudinsky

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


C.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL DOG ENCLOSURE (FENCE)



(Turonis, 6500 44th Avenue)  Ward 3

Ms. McPherson addressed the Council and the Mayor on behalf of the homeowners, who were unable to attend the meeting. The Council, the Mayor, and Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson discussed whether or not a wire mesh would be required to secure the split rail fence for a dog enclosure. The Town code requires a four-foot setback from the property line if an inner wire mesh or wire fencing material is placed on the wooden split-rail fence. 

Motion: To approve the installation of a 4’ wood split rail fence on Lots 1 & 31, Block 12, and Section 3 at 6500 44th Avenue.

Moved by:  Ms. McPherson

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


D.
APPLICATION TO INSTALL PORCH ROOF AND DOOR

                        (Bourque, 6408 40th Avenue)  Ward 2

Motion:  To approve the installation of a porch roof and door on Lot 10, Block 17, Section 5A at 6408 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

E.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Ng, 6705 40th Avenue)  Ward 6

Ms. Winton addressed the Council and the Mayor on behalf of the owner.

Motion: To approve the renewal for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6705 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0


F.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Gor, 3900 Underwood Street)  Ward 6

In response to questions from Council members, Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson said that the parking waiver would be personal to the Gors; the waiver would not convey to a new owner if the home were sold. 

Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to three vehicles at 3900 Underwood Street.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

G.
LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 08-02: FY09 BUDGET (Introduction)

Mayor Tabori said that a notice has been placed in the newsletter that the Public Hearing on the budget and the tax rate hearing will be held on May 19th. 

Motion: To approve the introduction of Legislative Resolution 08-02: FY09 Budget.

Moved by:  Ms. Winton

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

H.
BUDGET TRANSFER (Introduction)

Motion: To approve the budget transfer amounts as stated in the April 17, 2008 memo from Town Treasurer Daniel Baden.

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0

12.  ADJOURNMENT

An Executive Session will be called to confer with the Town Attorney on a legal matter and on personnel matters.

Motion: To move into Executive Session.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino
Yea:  5



Nay:  0  

Abstain: 0



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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