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MEETING OF

UNIVERSITY PARK MAYOR AND COMMON COUNCIL

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4315 UNDERWOOD STREET

7:30 P.M.

      April 7, 2008
      REGULAR SESSION

1.  CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Tabori at 7:30pm
Present:
Ms. Mallino, Mr. Lucas, Ms. McPherson, Ms. Fischer, Mr. Carpenter 

Excused: 
Mr. Dudinsky, Ms. Winton 

Absent:
None
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mr. Carpenter
3.  APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Moved by:  
Ms. McPherson
Seconded by: Ms. Fischer  

Yea:  5



Nay: 0


Abstain: 0

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
March 31, 2008 Meeting

Moved by:  
Mr. Carpenter

Seconded by: Mr. Lucas  

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

5.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reported that negotiations are nearly completed with WSSC for the permits to carry out water line replacement. The Mayor has received language for permit point #28 from Town Attorney Ms. Ferguson. He will email the text of the permit point to Council members for review. 

A meeting with representatives from the Maryland State Highway Administration will be held at Town Hall on April 21st at 10am. The purpose of the meeting is to review the SHA project for the intersection improvements at Queens Chapel Road and Adelphi Road. Ms. Mallino, Ms. McPherson, and Mr. Lucas plan to attend the meeting as well.

The gypsy moth helicopter spraying contract has been signed. No response has been received from Ms. Linda Scott on whether she can perform an egg mass recount in Ward 3. If the Mayor does not receive a response from Ms. Scott shortly, he will ask either Mr. Chris Larkin or Mr. John Anna, both certified arborists, to conduct a count. Spraying will take place between April 15 and May 15. Two separate sprayings of Bt will be applied. Each application is effective in the environment for three to five days.  

6.  PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Lucas expressed his appreciation for Mayor Tabori’s and Director of Public Works Mr. Beall’s efforts in communication with the SHA over the Queens Chapel Road and Adelphi Road intersection improvement project. 

Mr. Michael Alusian of 6605 44th Ave. addressed the Council and the Mayor concerning the spraying for gypsy moths. He expressed concerns over the level of gypsy moth infestation last year in Ward 3, and stated that in his view the level of scientific refinement being sought in the spray/no spray decision-making was unnecessary. He requested equal protection from gypsy moths for the trees in Ward 3. Mayor Tabori said he was only able to comment on the information obtained by Ms. Scott, the Maryland expert of gypsy moths. Mr. Alusian asked what the incremental cost would be for applying Bt in Ward 3. Director of Public Works Mr. Beall said applying Bt in two applications would cost $129 per acre. The area in question in Ward 3 would include an additional 50 acres. 

Ms. Arlene Christiansen, a resident of Ward 3, expressed her concern over the finances of the Town that would cause the decision to spray to be made on a purely financial basis. She said that the Town could ill afford to lose its trees. 

Mayor Tabori said that there was an intentional effort to balance the risks to the environment from poisons and helicopter overflights versus reducing the gypsy moth infestations. The Bt will kill all caterpillars, not just gypsy moths. The decision on where to spray was not driven by finances. 

Ms. Colleen O’Malley of 6601 44th Ave. spoke on the number of egg masses she removed from her property, which is located in Ward 3. This may have influenced the observations of egg mass counts, if other Ward 3 residents were similarly diligent about egg mass removal. She tried to engage Bartlett Tree Service to spray her trees last year, but they did not respond. 

Mayor Tabori said he will respond to the community on Wednesday on a decision on whether or not to spray the Ward 3 area. 

Mr. Bill Pittman of 4412 Van Buren St. addressed the Council and the Mayor. He discussed the nuances of the relative levels of infestations. He raised the concern that the Town is being shortsighted; the caterpillars are able to move on the wind to unsprayed areas of the Town. If the Town has made a commitment to spray, and assessed the safety of the Bt, the Town should spray the Ward 3 area as well. 

Ms. McPherson asked how much of Ward 3 was viewed during the egg mass survey. Mayor Tabori explained Ms. Scott’s survey methodology. He noted that there is a certain density of egg mass infestation necessary before spraying will take place. Ms. McPherson reflected on the significant damage the gypsy moths have caused to her trees. Director of Public Works Mr. Beall said it would cost the Town approximately $6500 to apply two treatments of Bt to the 50 acre area of Ward 3.  
Motion: To approve moving $8000 from the undesignated reserve to the pest control line item as an emergency transfer.

Moved by: Ms. McPherson  
Seconded by:  Mr. Carpenter

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

Motion: To approve performing aerial spraying in Ward 3 pending verification of egg mass count and/or the expressed request of the Town residents in Ward 3.

Moved by: Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Ms. McPherson  
Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

7.  REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER – Daniel R. Baden, C. P. A

Mr. Baden reported that he had distributed the March report to Council and the Mayor. He had no additional information to report, beyond what would be covered in the budget discussion later this evening. 

8.   REPORT ON POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES- Chief Michael Wynnyk 

Chief Wynnyk reported that Prince George’s County Police Department’s District 1 had established a community liaison officer. The District 1 area is south of the Beltway, to the Montgomery County line, to 450, to the Beltway. 

Chief Wynnyk said the Azalea Classic is coming up; the Police Department will try to restrict parking along Queens Chapel Road for the event. The Chief is also working to resolve the parking issues along Pineway due to overflow parking from apartment residents across Baltimore Ave.  

Crime Statistics (March 1st – 31st) 2008

Ward 1

Breaking and Entering – On March 24th at 9:45pm in the 6300 block of Baltimore Ave. an adult male broke the front door window and entered the home while residents were away. The neighbor heard the glass breakage and notified police. UPPD and PGPD arrived on the scene and observed the suspect exit the home and run towards Sheridan St. An adult male, Mr. Stephen Gregory of Rockville, Md. was apprehended, charged with breaking and entering, and the property stolen was recovered and returned to the owner. Case closed.  
Ward 2 

None.   

Ward 3 

Theft – On March 16th between 5:00pm and midnight in the 6500 block of 44th Ave. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 1999 Plymouth Voyager and stole a black leather shoulder bag from the vehicle. No suspect/s was located. 

Theft – On March 23rd at 11:00am in the 6500 block of Queens Chapel Rd. (Riverdale Presbyterian Church) victim advised that she had left her purse on a couch and returned to find that it had been stolen. Area was searched and purse containing I.D., credit cards, and cash was not found. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 4

None.   

Ward 5

Theft – On March 12th 9:00pm and March 13th 9:30am in the 4300 block of Clagett Rd. suspect/s broke the driver side window of a 1997 Ford Explorer and stole a portable GPS unit from the console of the vehicle. No other items were taken. No suspect/s was located. 

Ward 6

None.   

Ward 7

Theft – Between March 3rd at 3:30pm and March 11th at 8:00am in the 7000 block of Forest Hill Dr. a contractor advised that a stone saw, chain saw, and leaf blower were stolen from the garage at this location, where he was doing work. Items were taken from the locked garage, but there was no sign of forced entry. No suspect/s was located. 

Contact the UPPD with tips regarding crimes. All information will be kept confidential
9.  REPORT ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – Mickey Beall, Director 

Mr. Beall provided the Public Works report to the Council and the Mayor. The pedestrian bridge by the tennis court has been closed until further notice, due to the dangerously rusted and eroded metal framing supporting the bridge. 

Restricted parking signage has been placed on Pineway and Oakridge to Holly Hill. 

Mayor Tabori has signed the consent letter for helicopter fly-over for the gypsy moth spraying. 

Mr. Carpenter asked about the timeline for single-stream recycling. Mr. Beall said that activity would begin in the new fiscal year. He has begun developing the route plan for the Town trucks and an operations plan. Ms. Mallino complimented Mr. Beall for his contributions to the Town and the detailed attention he has paid to the Public Works needs of the community.   
10.  CONSENT AGENDA

 Motion: To approve the following consent agenda.

Moved by: Mr. Lucas  

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


A.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL 4 FOOT WOOD FENCE


      (Shoaff/Sonjara, 4412 Sheridan Street)  Ward 1


B.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE FRONT STAIRWAY TO HOUSE

                  (Visnic, 4404 Underwood Street)  Ward 3  


C.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE DRIVEWAY

                  (Fosse, 4307 Van Buren Street)  Ward 4


D.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE 4 FOOT FENCE

                 (Willard, 4313 Van Buren Street)  Ward 4


E.  APPLICATION TO REPLACE PATIO

                 (Cooper, 6707 Queens Chapel Road)  Ward 3

11.  NEW BUSINESS

A.  APPLICATION TO INSTALL SHED

(Visurraga, 4112 East West Highway)  Ward 1

Ms. Visurraga addressed the Council and the Mayor. She thanked the Town for the assistance in locating a copy of the survey.  


      Motion: To approve the installation of a 10’x12’ vinyl shed on Lot 3, Block 10, Section two at 4112 East West Highway. There was a stop work order issued on Sept. 21, 2007 for construction without a permit. Resident did cease the work, pay the $100 administrative fee, and come into compliance with the Town requirements. The biggest delay in completing her packet was in getting a copy of her survey, which she hadn’t been given, and the Town was able to assist her in tracking a copy down.

Moved by:  
Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Ms. Fischer 

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0

B.
APPLICATION TO REPLACE RETAINING WALL AND DRIVEWAY



(Schoendorf/Parker, 4323 Woodberry Street)  Ward 4

Mr. Schoendorf addressed the Council and the Mayor. Ms. Mallino said that the construction is as described by the contractor. She raised a concern about the footings for the new retaining wall. Mr. Schoendorf said that the County said that they do not intend to reinspect the footings. The Town Engineer Mr. Sidhu has viewed the work and spoken with Mr. Schoendorf.  
Motion: To approve the replacement of existing retaining block and brick wall (33’x 5’x 1’) and replace existing 10’x 42’ concrete covered with gravel driveway, on Lot 5, Bock 24, Section 6-A at 4323 Woodberry Street. Residents were issued a stop work order on ______ for construction started on the wall and driveway without a permit. They paid the $100 fee and came into compliance by halting work, getting the County permit, and applying for the Town permit. Once the Town Engineer had approved the plans, special permission was granted by Councilmember Dudinsky for the work to continue, in light of the fact that this normally would have been a consent agenda item. They also had the documents ready for the March 31 meeting, but all permits had been postponed from that meeting. 

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by: Mr. Carpenter 

Yea: 5 



Nay:  0 

Abstain: 0


C.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Guardian Property Management/McKeon, 6904 40th Avenue)  Ward 6


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6904 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Ms. Mallino

Seconded by:  Ms. Fischer

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


D.
PARKING WAIVER FOR RENTAL PROPERTY

                        (Speck, 6511 40th Avenue)  Ward 2


Motion: To approve the application for an on-street, six-month parking waiver for up to five vehicles at 6511 40th Avenue.

Moved by:  Mr. Lucas

Seconded by:  Ms. Mallino

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


E.
ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION


Motion: To adopt a Town Arbor Day Proclamation and to designate Monday, April 28, 2008 as Arbor Day in University Park. 

Moved by: Ms. Mallino 

Seconded by: Ms. McPherson 

Yea:  5



Nay:   0

Abstain: 0

G.
AZALEA RUN


Motion: To approve the application for the 7th annual Azalea Classic 5 K/1 K on Saturday, April 19, 2008, beginning at 8:45 A.M. to benefit University Park Elementary School’s P.T.A.

Moved by:  Ms. Fischer

Seconded by:  Mr. Lucas

Yea:  5



Nay: 0  

Abstain: 0


H.
PRESENTATION OF FY2009 BUDGET- Mayor John Rogard Tabori

Mayor Tabori reviewed the coversheet identifying the budget summary information for the proposed Fiscal Year 2009 (FY2009) budget. The five year plan will be presented April 21st as a supplement to the package presented this evening. Mr. Carpenter commended the Mayor and Town staff for the professionalism and level of detail exhibited in the budget proposal. 

Town Treasurer Mr. Baden reviewed the revenue sources covered under the General Fund Revenues portion of the proposed budget. The tax rate is $.60 per $100 of assessed value. The total general fund revenues for FY2009 are $2,718,007. The General Fund Prior Year Surplus is $1,119,626. The General Fund Revenues plus Surplus is $3,837,633.

Mayor Tabori covered the General Government portion of the budget. The FY2009 budget for general government is $462,200. This is a 6.4% reduction in the General Government budget level from FY2008. The reason for the decrease is predominantly the transfer of the salary for the Public Works Director to the Department of Public Works portion of the budget. Inflation will be 4.9% this year. 

Director of Public Works Mr. Beall spoke on the Public Works portion of the budget. The FY2009 budget for the Department of Public Works is $1,385,500. The budget includes a 4.9% cost of living increase and annual increases for the staff. A significant expense in the coming year will be the replacement of at least three and possibly all five of the bridges crossing the stream in the park. The increase in budget for the playing field maintenance will provide for regular maintenance in addition to the watering that has been done in years past. Line item W10 includes the cost for single-stream recycling toters, a toter lift for each of the three refuse trucks, and GPS location systems for each vehicle. 

Chief Wynnyk reviewed the Police and Public Safety portion of the budget. The FY2009 budget for Police and Public Safety is $799,650. Budget line item P19 provides the new police radios that are required due to the Prince George’s County communications upgrade. 

Mr. Baden reported that the Total General Fund Expenditures for FY2009 are budgeted at $2,647,350. Total General Revenue is budgeted at $2,768,007. Operating Surplus/Deficit is $120,657. Debt Service is budgeted at $111,850. Total budgeted Operating Surplus/Deficit for FY2009 is $8,807. 

On an unrelated matter, Mayor Tabori said the Council will enter Executive Session, most likely sometime in the next two weeks, to consult with the Town Attorney on the Nelson/Coggins permit application. 

Mr. Bill Pittman and the Mayor discussed the storm water management issue on the rear of Mr. Pittman’s property. Mayor Tabori said that some of the engineering monies in the budget would support addressing this issue. The most essential question is whether or not property owners would grant the Town access to this area to implement a solution. Mr. Pittman asked what the next step was. Mayor Tabori said that by the next week he would take this issue up with the Town Engineer, Mr. Sidhu. Ms. Colleen O’Malley pointed out that when a large maple tree fell over recently, there was running water flowing across the ground where the root ball had been.   


12.  ADJOURNMENT at 10:15pm



Submitted by: ______________________






    John Rogard Tabori

Mayor
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